
Bas ed in t h elo v ely lit t ler iv er s idet o w n ofCh inon,in at imeles s t r anqu ils et t ing o v er looked by impr es s iv e

cas t ler u ins ,o u r t o u r g iv es ach ancet o ex plo r et h eg ent ly w inding L oir eValley ,w h er et h emild climat e

br ing s beau t ifu lflow er s and an abu ndant h ar v es t offinefr u it and s u per bw ines .W o r ld r eno w ned fo r it s

finew ines ,t h er eg ion w as apopu lar ch oicefor many ofF r ance’s ar is t ocr at icfamilies w h o ch o s et o liv e

along it s r iv er v alley .Th is r es u lt ed in fabu lo u s ch â t eau x being bu ilt .Pict u r es qu es cener y is in abu ndance,

camer as at t h er eady !

L o ire Valley
12 – 16 M a y

16

Departing O xted early

morning w e journey to Dover for th e ferry to Calais

and th ereafter make our w ay to th e L oireValley.

Today w e visit th e ch âteaux of

Ch enonceau and Villandry. Property of th e Crow n,

th en a royal residence, Ch âteau de Ch enonceau is an

exceptional site not only because of its orig inal

desig n, th e rich ness of its collections, its furniture and

its decorations, but also because of its destiny, since it

w as loved, administrated and protected by w omen,

w h o w ere all extraordinary and w h o, for th e most

SU N DAY 13 M AY

SATU RDAY 12 M AY part h ave marked h istory. Th e “Ch âteau des Dames”

w as built in 1513 by K ath erine B riçonnet, and

successively embellish ed by Diane de Poitiers th en

Cath erine de M edici. Ch enonceau w as protected from

th e h ardsh ip of th e revolution by M adame Dupin.

Th e ch âteau’s most ch aracteristic feature is th e set of

arch es spanning th e River Ch er. Th e tw o renow ned

and mag nificent g ardens of Diane de Poitiers and

Cath erine de M edici h ave a myriad of sh rubs,

h undreds of climbing and stemmed roses. Th e

Ch âteau deVillandry w as completed around 1536
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and w as th e last of th e larg e ch âteaux built on th e

banks of th e L oire during th e Renaissance. Th e

F rench -style g ardens atVillandry h ave been recreated

as th ey w ere in th e 16 th century, and consist of th ree

terraces on different levels: a w ater g arden, an

ornamental g arden and, some say, th e w orld’s most

eleg ant veg etable g arden.

A fter breakfast w e make our

w ay to Tours, a city of captivating ch arm, rich w ith

h istory and w ell preserved h eritag e. Th e old tow n h as

many interesting building s including th e H otel G ouin,

an Italian style mansion built around 1510. Th e

cath edral, completed in th e 16 th century, h as

beautiful stained g lass w indow s. H ere w e sh all be at

leisure to explore and find lunch before continuing on

M O N DAY 14 M AY
to Roch ecorbon for a leisurely cruise on th e best

naturally preserved section of th e river L oire,

uncovering its limestone banks dotted w ith caves

and th e local w ildlife. Follow ing our cruise w e return

to Ch inon for a w ine tasting at Ch âteau de la

G rille Ch inon.

TU ESDAY 15 M AY Th is morning w e journey to

A mboise, considered to be one of th e most beautiful

cities in th e L oireValley. H ere w e sh all be at leisure to

explore. M aybe visit th e Ch âteau d’A mboise, w h ich

dominates th e tow n from its lofty setting and

provides spectacular view s over th e tow n and

surrounding countryside; Clos L ucé, once th e h ouse of

th e g reat artist, scientist and inventor L eonardo da

Vinci, now h ousing a museum dedicated to h is ah ead

of time inventions; or simply stroll th roug h th e

picturesque streets and soak up th e atmosph ere of a

F rench provincial market tow n.

Th is morning w e take our

leave of th e beautiful L oireValley and make our w ay

back to Calais. A rriving in O xted mid evening .

W EDN ESDAY 16 M AY


